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V. A Letter from John Byrom M. A. and 
F. R. S. to the President, containing fome 
Remarks on Mr. Lodwick’j Alphabet* 


Honoured Sir, 


Read Jun e 30, 
1748. 


H 


AVING, by your Permiilion, bor¬ 


row’d N°. 182. of the 


actions, wherein is contained An Ejfay towards an 
Univerfal Alphabet-, by Mr. Francis Lodwick F.R.S. 
I fhall give a brief Account of it y and, in Obedi¬ 
ence to your Commands at the laft Meeting, endea¬ 
vour to fhew how it may be reduced into lefs Com- 


pafs, and fet in a plainer Light. 

Mr. Lodwick premifes firft the Advantages of 
fuch an Alphabet } which I may as well refer to as 
repeat} they all center in acquiring, deferibing, or 
perpetuating the true Sounds of any Language, by a 
Standard Charafter for all. 

He then defines what a fingle Sound, what a com¬ 
pounded one, a Vowel, Confonant, Diphthong, 
and Triphthong is; all which is likewife fufficientiy 
obvious, and needs no Repetition. 

To proceed dire&ly, therefore, to his Alphabet, 
or Colle&ion of all the fingle Vowels or Confo- 
nants which are ufed in any Language, the Number 
of Vowels is, according to him, 14, which are, all 
but 3, exprefied in Englijh Words in the follow¬ 
ing Table. 
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1. d' 

2. a- 
3 - a ‘ 
4 * ^ *" 
f. ea- 

6, i 

7. u- 


*tall 
' tallow 


8i 

9 - 


ut 

y 


'tale 

10. 

0 

■ tell 

11. 

u 

•teal 

12. 

u 

• till 


00 

dure. French 14. 

ou 


-muis. Low Dutch 

-tile 

- 

- 

- French 
• tool 
1 1 ould. 


Thefe, he fays, are the Vowels, each of which 
is long , and fhort ; as in the Words God, 

Man, Sin; long, as in Ball, Demand, Seen, &c. 

As any Vowel founded by itfelf is naturally long, 
I take it for granted that he intended the 14 in this 
Table to be all fuch; and yet, in the Words Tal¬ 
low, tell, till, tunne, the Vowels, as we now pro¬ 
nounce them at lead, are all Ihort} and in the Words 
tile and tould, a Diphthong (or Compofition of 2 
Vowels pronounc’d in the Time of one) is founded: 
So that there are but 5 long Vowels accounted for 
in our Language by the Words tall, tale, teal, 
tone, tool. The foreign Words, as it would be nice 
and endlefs to difpute about, fo it comes not within 
the Compafs of my prefent Defign; which is to give 
a Lift of Vowels, whereby to diferiminate, as con¬ 
veniently as may be, all the Inftances of Vocality 
that occur, diftindly, in the Englifh Language; for 
which I apprehend that half the Number in his Ca¬ 
talogue, or 7 Chara&ers, would be, to all attainable 
Purpofes, fufficient. 

As we commonly reckon but y Vowels in our 
Alphabet, a, e, i, 0, u‘, two of which, viz. i and u, 
are really Diphthongs, I muft denote the iingle 

Vowels 
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Vowels by 2 apiece, as Cuftom fometimes does, 
to (hew which I mean} and, beginning from the 
fmalleft Aperture of the Organs to the moft dilated. 


they are thefe. 




1. 

00 

ooze 

fool 

too 

2. 

oa 

oat 

fiole 

to 

3 * 

ee 

eel 

pel 

fee 

4. 

ea 

eat 

Jleal 

fea 

5 - 

ai 

aid 

Jlale 

fay 

6. 

aa 

aaron 

fiamen 

(fol )fa 

7 * 

an 

autumn 

JtaU 

faw 


Though vocal Sounds, lilce inftrumental, may, in 
Speculation, admit of numberlefs Diftindions, yvt, 
as Experience fhews that 7 Notes, flatten’d or fharp- 
ened, upon Occafion, fuffice for a pradical Gamut, 
or Scale of Mufic, fo I incline to think, that 7 vo¬ 
cal Notes or Vowels, varied in fome correfpondent 
manner, or (truck, as one may fay, in diphthongal 
or triphthongal Chords with each other, may well 
enough account for the Sounds of our Language } 
or poflibly of any other, if it be conftder’d, that dif¬ 
ferent Voices, as well as Inftruments, have fome- 
what fo peculiar in them, that nothing but the Ear 
itfelf is able to diftinguilh. 

However, asfarasthefe 7 Vowels extend, if they 
were denoted by any common Charaders, as, fup- 
pofe at prefent, by the 7 firft numeral Figures, the 
abfurd Variety which Cuftom has introduc’d of ex¬ 
prefling the fame vocal Sounds, amongft different 
Nations, even ufing the fame alphabetical Charac¬ 
ters, 
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ters, would, in a great meafure, be immediately 
corredted. 

One Inftance may ferve for many j the Word we 
in English, and the Word out in French , however 
differently written, have the lame Sound, or Com- 
pofition of Sound, from our Vowels oo, and ee, or 
their ou and i ; if then the Figure I was always to 
denote the Sound that wc cxprefs by oo, the French 
by ou, the Italians by u, &c. and the Figure 3 was 
to denote our ee, and their /, in like manner, the 
combin'd Character, or Diphthong 13, would be 
founded alike by all Readers of any Nation, who 
fhould previoufly be agreed upon fuch a common 
Character. 

And allowing Mr. Lodwick's Notion, that there 
are 3 Vowels in other Languages, which ours has 
nor, there will remain the Figures 8, 9, o, to ex¬ 
press them by--or any other Chara&ers may be 

pitch’d upon. What I aim at is to (hew, that, 
through an over Purfuit of Accuracy, he has mul¬ 
tiplied his Vowels, without any apparent Neceffity. 

And the Cafe is the fame with rcfped to his Con- 
fonants, which he thus ranges into 11 Files, and 6 
Ranks. 

1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 

1 B bond D dark J jeft G game — 

1 P pond T tart Ch chejl K came = 

3 M mind N name gn feign Fr. ng fong — 

4 = dh this j jean Fr. g gaen ) Low V Valley 

5 = th thing fh Jhall ch dsch\ Dutch F Folly 

6 n danfe French. 
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6. 7‘ 8. 9* io. ri. 

= L lane H hand Y R rand W wand 

Z lh Wellh 

S feed 

By this Diftribution one is led to think, at firft, 
that he would hint that there were in Language 11 
times 6 , or 66 Confonants; though Experience had 
taught him to complete the 6 Ranks of his fecond 
Pile only. 

But, as the Mark (=) by which he fignifies that 
there are indeed analogous Confonants that might be 
exprefs’d in thofe Places, but with a 'Difference that 
would be too nice for common Difcernment 5 and 
fuch as he had never heard exprejfed in any Lan¬ 
guage } as this Mark, I fay, occurs but 8 times, I 
will fuppofe him to take the real Number of Con¬ 
fonants in Nature to be 37, whereof 29 may an- 
fwer the Purpofes of an univerfal Alphabet. 

To reduce both Files and Ranks into lefs Com- 
pafs, and plainer Order, I would take the real Con¬ 
fonants of his firft and fifth Files into one File or 
Rank; and place them in this manner 
P. B. M. F. V. 

difmifling the f unexprefs’d (and, for any thing that 
appears, inexpreffible ones) as imaginary. 

And to this Order of Confonants all fuch as are 
ufed in our Language may be adjufted; for, begin¬ 
ning thus with the labial and labio dental Confo¬ 
nants, and fo proceeding to the Gutturals, they will 
(land, in Rank and File, after this manner. 

4 


P. 
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P. B. M. F. V. 

S. Z. R. Sh. Zh. 

T. D. L. Th. Dh. 

K. G. N. Ch. J- 

wherein their mutual Analogy and Correfpondencc 
feems to appear in the plain eft Light that one can 
pofllbly put them in ; as a little Attention will bet¬ 
ter difeover, than a Prolixity of Particulars explain. 

If not, I fhall be glad to be fet right, if I am 
miftaken in fuppofing, i. That here is no Confonant 
omitted, which is really ufed in our common Pro¬ 
nunciation; or, 2. That here are none fuperfluous, 
or compounded; or, 3. That, in this View of them, 
their Relation to each other is the moft difcernible. 

I except the Letter H, which may have its Place 
amongft the guttural confonantal Afpirates, which 
Lome foreign Nations are accuftomed to, but ours, 
in general, is not: And thefe, as I conceive, will 
not be found to be diftindly more than what the 
Addition of a fifth Rank to the foregoing may ex- 
hauft. 

The Power or Force of this peculiar Letter $ is fo ca¬ 
pable of Intermixture with that of others in this Tabic, 
and that of the Nafo-guttural N, of Aiding, without its 
full Expreflion, into a following Confonant (as it does 
particularly in French Pronunciation), that they haye 
led the Writers on this Subjed to imagine Confo- 
nants in Nature, which they endeavour to exprels 
by N French, gn , ng, and by divers Changes of 
the Letters h, n, g, that give an attentive Examiner 
no clear Idea of any diftind Confonant, but rather 

perplex 
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perplex the Matter by unintelligible Niceties, and 
hinder the Profpcdt of an univerfai Alphabet, by 
feeming Impoffibilities of arriving at it. 

T and which conftitute Mr. Lodwick’s 9 th and 
1 i th File of Confonants, are equal to the Vowels 
ee and 00 : His two Hutch Confonants may have 
their Place in the 5 th Rank above mention'd. 

So that omitting fuch of his 29 as ought, if thefe 
Obfervations are juft, to be omitted, there will re¬ 
main the 20 that are here digefted into 5 Files and 
4 Ranks, for the real Alphabet of Confonants in 
the English Language; together with the H t which 
whether it may be reckon'd one or not, I fhall leave 
to the Grammarians. 

The y Files, for an Aftiftance to the Memory, 
may by the Help of intermediate Vowels, be com¬ 
pris'd in y technical Words of an hexameter Verfe, 
fuch as, 

PaSTiKa, BoZDaGo, MeRLiN, FiShThoChe, VeZhaDhJo. 

And the 4 Ranks, as they begin with the Letters 
P, S, T, K, may, for the fame Reafon, be called 
Frima, Secunda , Tertia,^uarta, (=Kuarta) Claffis. 

Thefe 20 Confonants may appear to be too fewj 
but I much queftion whether the real Alphabet of 
any Language has either more in Number, or better 
fitted for the Purpofes of Speech than this of ours : 
The Difference lies chiefly in the Gutturals, which 
the Orientals , Weljh, Germans , &c. pronounce dif¬ 
ferently from us. 

Our Neighbours the French (which is very re¬ 
markable) few as thefe 20 are, have but 16 of 

H h h them 5 
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them; and yet they are able to exprcfs themfelves 
with greater Fluency and Precifion than we can well 
be Mailers of, till we fhall imitate their Care to 
polifh and to propagate their Language, by fome 
Attention to the Improvement of our own. 

They have none of our th , dh, ch, or 7; and if 
a Man’s Name, fuppofe, were Thatch th' edge, they 
would not be able, without previous Practice, to 
pronounce any one of thefe 4 Confonants, which 
help to compole it, and which Cullom obliges us 
to denote, fo abfurdly, by 9 Letters that have not 
the alphabetical Force of any one of thefe 4 amongft 
them. 

The moft important Reflection upon the Subjed 
is this, that whereas we have in our Language but 
7 dillind Sounds or Vowels, and thrice the Num¬ 
ber of Stops or Modifications of them; if we had 
accordingly 28 Letters or Types appropriated to 
them, and always wrote or printed what we fpoke, 
the Theory of Reading might be acquired in as few 
Hours, as it colls at prefent Months or Years to ac¬ 
quire it in. 

But I forbear the Purfuit of this Topic any far¬ 
ther 5 underftanding, from Gentlemen who were de- 
foous that I fhould examine Mr. Lodwick’s Scheme 
immediately, that the Society would break up for 
the Summer, at the next Meeting: Attendance up¬ 
on my Short-hand Scholars has obliged me to urge 
what occurr’d upon the Perufal of it as briefly as I 
could, and lo I fubmit it to Confideration, and 
am, &c> 


VL 



